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the causes of the present war to ask or answer the
question whether a war on behalf of the main-
tenance of a treaty freely negotiated could be
described as a preventive war. The German
General Staff were afraid that they might have to
meet armed resistance, and Hitler's move was
undertaken against their advice. Hitler took the
precaution of making, at the same time, a grand and
far-reaching offer in which he asserted that Ger-
many was ready to come back to the League of
Nations, on the assumption that the Covenant of
the League would be separated from the Treaty
of Versailles, and that Germany's 'equality of rights'
was recognized in the colonial sphere.
The German plan was discussed by the repre-
sentatives of the Locarno Powers at a meeting held
in Geneva in April 1936. It was agreed that,
although the German offer did nothing to restore
confidence in the willingness of Germany to respect
new treaties any more than she had respected the
Locarno agreements, full consideration ought to be
given to any proposals for conciliation- The British
Government was asked to put a number of ques-
tions to the German Government on points in the
German plan which appeared vague and uncertain*
A questionnaire was given to the German Govern-
ment on 7 May.1 No reply to this questionnaire
was ever received,2 while German policy continued
to develop on lines opposed to European concilia-
1 This questionnaire was published as a White Paper (CmcL
5175 of 1936).
* In his speech of January 1937 Hitler had the impudence to
say that *it was not possible for the German Government, for
reasons which the British Government will appreciate, to reply
to those questions*.